
Cromar & District Horticultural and Industrial Society Annual Show 

 

Tarland held its perennial Annual Show on Saturday 11th, when the gardening, handicraft 

and cookery skills of the surrounding area were put on display. The Show was officially 

opened by our President, Marcus Humphrey, and we were delighted that John Young, 

Balmoral, who has judged for many years, returned to present the trophies. 

Despite the challenges of a hot, dry summer, the high standard of entries was praised by 

judges and visitors to the MacRobert Hall. In the horticultural section, the prestigious Royal 

Horticultural Society’s Banksian Medal was won by George Baikie of Aboyne.  Trophies were 

also won by: Alex Melvin, Lumphanan; The MacRobert Trust, Tarland; Tarland Community 

Garden;  Marcus Humphrey, Aboyne; Edna Robertson, Tarland; Doug Bruce, Tarland; Liz 

Cooper, Tarland; Andy Davidson, Torphins; Aileen Paterson, Aboyne; Graeme Rose, 

Torphins; Karan Adams, Aboyne. Chris Anderson, Logie Coldstone, won ‘Best in Show’ for his 

suberb exhibit of onions. Furthermore, a special mention has to go to 13-year-old Hannah 

Ewen who exhibited an excellent variety of fruit and vegetables and was joint winner of the 

Marcus Humphrey Silver Cup for most points in the amateur vegetable classes. Beautiful 

local gardens were also judged and trophy winners were: Alex Melvin, Lumphanan; Pauline 

Adam, Tarland; George Cumming, Alford. Other gardens were highly commended: Robert 

Gibb, Tarland; Day Campbell, Aboyne; Chris Anderson, Logie Coldstone; Graham Gibb, Coull. 

As always, the Industrial section demonstrated the skill and inventiveness of local people in 

crafts, sewing, knitting and cookery. The ‘Best in Show’ in this section went to Isla Black of 

Tarland and there was also success for Jess Gibb, Tarland, who not only won the trophy for 

most points in knitting, sewing and crafts but also the Moira Anderson trophy for best 

exhibit in knitting. Other trophy winners were:  Mary McCombie, Dinnet, and Louisa and 

George Low, Aberdeen. Once again, Caroline Humphrey-Adam won the public vote for her 

fabulous ‘Birthday Cake for a Gardener’. 

The enthusiasm and imagination of local children was evident in the children’s section. The 

‘Best Children’s Exhibit’ went to Arthur Davidson-Kelly, Tarland, for his detailed miniature 

garden in a tin. Cara Johnston, Kemnay, won the trophy for most points in Primary 1-4. 

Kelsey Chapman, Daviot, excelled in various areas of the children’s section, winning cups for 

most points in (Primary 5-7) crafts in addition to Primary School horticulture and cooking. 

Iona Kellas, Dinnet, was the most successful Secondary aged competitor, winning three 

trophies. Tarland’s Hannah Ewen showed that her skills were not just in horticulture, as she 

was joint winner of the Secondary School cooking, together with Imogen Hilleary. Shannon 

Black, Tarland, won the ‘Krafty Neuk’ special prize in the 16-21 years section.  

Finally, the committee would like to thank all the volunteers and judges who willingly give 

up their time to make the Show such a success every year. We would also like to thank 

those who generously donated prizes to the raffle and sponsorship: The Krafty Neuk, 

Douneside House, The Commercial Hotel and Angie’s Café, all Tarland. Furthermore, thanks 

to our patrons for their valuable support: Marcus and Sabrina Humphrey, Aboyne, The 

MacRobert Trust, Tarland, David Starritt, Tarland, and Anthony de Winton, Tarland. We 

hope that everyone, exhibitors and visitors, enjoyed their day and we look forward to seeing 

you next year! 


